
 
DEERING'S CALIFORNIA CODES ANNOTATED 

Copyright (c) 2007 by Matthew Bender & Company, Inc. 
a member of the LexisNexis Group. 

All rights reserved. 
 

*** THIS DOCUMENT REFLECTS ALL URGENCY LEGISLATION ENACTED *** 
*** THROUGH 2007 CH. 750, APPROVED 10/14/07 *** 

 
GOVERNMENT CODE   
Title 9.  Political Reform   

Chapter 5.  Limitations on Contributions   
Article 3.  Contribution Limitations 
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Cal Gov Code § 85304 (2007) 

 
§ 85304.  Candidate's account to defray attorney fees and costs; Exemption of contributions from 
limits; Disposition of remaining funds 
 

(a) A candidate for elective state office or an elected state officer may establish a separate account to 
defray attorney's fees and other related legal costs incurred for the candidate's or officer's legal defense if 
the candidate or officer is subject to one or more civil or criminal proceedings or administrative 
proceedings arising directly out of the conduct of an election campaign, the electoral process, or the 
performance of the officer's governmental activities and duties. These funds may be used only to defray 
those attorney fees and other related legal costs. 

(b) A candidate may receive contributions to this account that are not subject to the contribution limits 
set forth in this article. However, all contributions shall be reported in a manner prescribed by the 
commission. 

(c) Once the legal dispute is resolved, the candidate shall dispose of any funds remaining after all 
expenses associated with the dispute are discharged for one or more of the purposes set forth in paragraphs 
(1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (b) of Section 89519. 
 
HISTORY:  

Added Stats 2000 ch 102 § 32 (SB 1223), effective July 7, 2000, approved by voters at the November 
7, 2000, general election (Prop 34), effective November 8, 2000, operative January 1, 2001. 
 
 


